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FROM ATE. 


GENTLEMAN 


In London, to another in the Country, 


C 


FY HE Behaviour of the North Ameri- 


can Coloniſts upon the Subject of 


the Stamp Duty, ſtill continues to be the 


general Topick of policical Diſcuſſion ; 


many People concurring with them in 


tbeir Ideas of the Oppreſſion, and the wi- 
fer many (in my Opinion) inſiſting with 


the Mother Country on it's Right of pre- 


ſcribing ſuch Laws, and raiſing ſuch Sup- 
plies amongſt them, as the Exigence of 


our own, or their, internal Situation may 


ſuggeſt, For my Part, I really think the 
| WW Matter 


Matter in Diſpute to be of much greater 
Conſequence to this Country, than many, 
whom I have converſed with, affect to 
conſider it: A few Regiments, ſay they, 
well appointed and properly diſtributed 
amongſt them, will ſoon bring them to a 
juſt Senſe of their Duty, and the Stamp 
Act be as familiar there, as the Land Tax 
is here; but I take it to be a Matter of 
more ſerious Attention, and to be recon- 
ciled by a much nicer Conduct, than any 
of thoſe tumultuous Aſſemblies and Mur- 
murings which the Cyder Act has occaſion- 
ed in many Counties, may require: Per- 
haps, at the ſame Time, [I may not be 
very much miſtaken in my Conjecture that 
this lictle Specimen of Diſobedience to 
legiſlative Authority at Home, may have 
encouraged our Brethren to an Imita- 
tion of the ſame lawleſs and undutiful Car- 
riaze Abroad : I will not, however, ar pre- 
fert, labour the Compariſon which would 
prove the above Aſſertion, as it would 
lead me into the Argument of a Subject 
which ought only to be revolved in a Man's 
molt ſecret Thoughts, or agitated in his 
Majeſty $ moſt ſecret Councils; for I think 
that this Queſtion, © Whether an Impati- 
<< ence of Parliamentary Authority by the 
Inhabitants of this Iſland, or a general 
66 ae and Diſobedience to it by cur 
1 86 | « Coloniſts, 


„ 

* Coloniſts, be of the moſt dangerous 
& Tendency ;” would, if critically confi- 
dered, furniſh our Enemies with tec ci 
cumſtantial a Knowledge of our dome- 
Rick and moſt intereſting Derangements. 

I have read all the Remonſtrances and 
| Reſolutions of the ſeveral Colonies, with 
the Letters that have appeared in Support 
of, and alſo moſt of thoſe Publications that 
ha ve been deſigned as Anſwers to them: 
The Weakneſs and Impropriety of this 
Tax ſeem now to be confeſſed on all Hands, 
but the Legality or Illegality of the Mea- 
ſure, neither clearly aſſerted by the one, 
nor irretragably refuted by the other; You 
| therefore, my dear Sir, flatter Me too much, 
in deſiring my Thoughts in a Matter that 
would do Credit to the moſt able Pens of 
Government ; but to ſhew my Readineſs 
in complying with your Requeſt, and at 
the fame Time my Deſire of Information, 
and to have my own Doubts in this Bu- 
ſineſs cleared up, I ſhall proceed to lay be- 
fore you my Sentiments, ſuch as they are, 
with Reſpect to the juriſdiction of the 
Parliament of Great Britain over the Co- 
lonies. 

In this Queſtion I conceive, that ES BO 
the Policy or Object of an Act of Parlia- 
ment, are to be conſidered as the Means for 
decermining the Legality of the Duty it 


2 enjoins, 


a 


enjoins, or the Tax it impoſes: I could 
with, therefore, to have had all ſuch Con- 


fiderations thrown out of the Queſtion, 
and that thoſe, who have ſeverally attempt- 
ed legally to arraign and juſtify this Pro- 
ceeding of the late Miniſtry, had ſtuck 
cloſely and honeſtly to this Point; Whether 
* the Parliament of Great Britain hath, or 
< hath not, an inherent Right of includ- 
ing in one general Act, (let the Purport 


* 


* 


ri ſy" s Subjects, as well thoſe inhabit- 
© ing the moſt diſtant Dominions of this 
“ Realm, as thoſe reſiding in it, and more 
immediately the Objects of it's Statutes 


in general: Every Man in the leaſt con- 


verſant in the Nature of our Conſtitution 
will, I believe, readily admit and ſub- 


ſcribe to this ſupreme and diſcretionary | 


Right ; a Right which never hath or can 
be impeached, but when it is unconſtitu- 
tionally exerted, and tends manifeſtly to the 
Subverſion and Annihilation of our Liber- 
ties, as eſtabliſhed upon Principles of na- 


tural Juſtice and Society. I would yet 


inform theſe Uſurpers, theſe Aſpirers to 
a Co-jurifdiction with that Body which is 


able, at any Time, to cruſh their Ex- 
iſtence, as a Public, that the Statutes of 


Great Britain may, by ſpecial Words, bind 
even tbe People of Ireland to an Obedi- 
ENCE 


of that Act be what it will) AZ his 


161 


ence of them; notwithſtanding as to its 


private internal Policy, it is a diſtinct King- 


dom of itſelf, and hath Parliaments of its 
own; whole Regulations and Ordinances, 


however, like thoſe of the Colonies, grow 


up into Laws but at the Diſcretion of the 


King and his Council. 


It is of the Nature and Eſſence of all 
human Governments, that a ſupreme and ab- 


ſolute Juriſdiction ſhould be lodged ſome 


where: In ſome Countries, a deſpotie and 
hereditary Power is veſted in the Perſon of one 


Man; in others, it is delegated to a parti- 


cular Rank; and in others again, to an in- 


. ferior lotion Number of Men;. but the 


Wiſdom of our Anceſtors, maturely weigh- 
ing the genuine Merits and Demerits of 
monarchical, anſtocratical, and democrati- 


cal Syſtems, and gleaning from each it's ſa- 


lubrious, and rejecting it's noxious Quali- 


ties, hath, from this variegated Sample, 


modelled us into the moſt admirable Mix- 
ture of them all, and intruſted the whole 
national Power and Authority with a Par- 
liament: To this moſt puiſſant Court ap- 
pertain the Privilege and Office of pro- 
viding for the Public Weal, by abrogating 
ſuch old Laws or Cuſtoms, or creating and 
enforcing ſuch new ones, as the Mutabi- 
lity of all ſublunary Affairs may render ex- 
n and it is to the ſpirited and moſt 

merit- 
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meritorious Exerciſe of this Plenitude of 
Power, (in electing and ſecuring. to the 
Succeſſion of this Crown, the Family of 
the moſt amiable Sovereign who now {ways 
it's Sceptre) that we are indebted for the 
Enjoyment of the invaluable Comforts and 
Bleſſings of civil and religious Freedom. 

It is to be obſerved, not without Sur- 
priſe, that the Coloniſts have never before 


abſolutely entered their Proteſt againſt this 


Juriſdiction exerciſed over them by the Par- 
liament of Great Britain; inaſmuch as num- 
berleſs Acts of Parliament, enacted for the 
very purpoſe, have carried with them a 
Sterling Authority into the Plantations, as 
often as the Wiſdom of the Legiſlature 
hath judged ſo remote an Exertion of its 
Power eſſential to the publick Intereſt :— 
Bur it ſeems the Time is now come, where- 
in Parents, in Diminution of thoſe Rights 
naturally veſted in them, are no.longer al- 
lowed to aſſume the Government of, and 
project Schemes of Happineſs for, their 
Children; but are to give in to all zherr lit- 
tle Appetites and Deſires, at the Riſque of 
their mutual Welfare and Proſperity: We 
have ſeen the Act of the 5th of George 
the IIId. rebelled againſt as tyrannical and 
enſlaving, whereas thoſe of his Royal Pre- 


deceſſors (introduced amongſt them by the 


fame Authority) have never been confidery 
| ed 
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ed as Attempts upon the Rights and Pri- 
vileges of theſe free born Engliſhmen, but 
have received that uniform, unqueſtioned 
Obedience due to them, and been attended 
with all thoſe public Benefits, which the 
paternal Affection of the Britiſh Parliament 
meant, indiſcriminately, to diffuſe to all his 
Majeſty's Subjects. „ 

But here, ſay the Gentlemen, our For- 
tunes are wantonly ſported with by an 
Aſſembly in which we are not repreſented, 
and conſequently, by the Conſtitution. of 
Which we are Members, ought not to be 
bound by its Decrees.—From this may be 
diſcerned the Principles upon which this 
treaſonable Oppoſition to Government is 
now juſtified by the Coloniſts, as a patrio- 
tick Jealouſy and Reſentment of a Sub- 
Jugation to foreign and uſurped Power, and 
a laudable Aſſertion of the Rights and Pri- 
vileges F Engliſhmen : That is, ſo long 
as the Parliament of Great Britain will 
ftudy and frame Acts for the Emolument of 
their particular Provinces, they will never 
complain of their Charters being attacked, - 
or the Privileges of their Aſſemblies invad- 
ed; but the Moment it ſends amongſt them 
a Law calculated for the Benefit and In- 
demnification of the Mother- Country, they 
inſtantly take the Alarm, feel for their Li- 
berties, and join in one common Act of Re- 
: bellion 


1 
bellion againſt the Juriſdiction acquieſced 
under by them in the firſt Inſtance, but 
which they arrogate to themſelves a Right 
of diſputing and diſallowing in the ſecond. 
According to my Notions of the Engliſh 
| Conſtitution in particular, and indeed of all 
C human Governments in general, there can 
I de no qualified partial Allegiance or Obe- 
ddience to the Laws; they exact from all | 
w tro an implicit Submiſfio ww, and with a ſo- 
* vereign Superintendency watch over the 
| Actions of every Individual: To ſay then 
that the Coloniſts have a right of judging 
for themſelves what Laws they ſhall obey, 
and which they may proteſt againſt, is, in 
Effect, to inveſt them with a Right incom- 
patible with the Offices of Subjects, and ut- 
terly ſubverſive of the End of all human 
Inſtitutions. And yet, extraordinary as it 
may appear, their Conduct in the Buſineſs 
in Queſtion, ſ% far as it maintains the Ille- 
gality of the late Act, doth moſt certainly 
1 them poſſeſſed of the two hetero- = 
geneous Functions of Lawgiver and Sub- 
je, and is to be accounted for in no other 
Manner. 
From the general Principles of Govern- 
ment, as well as from a long Practice and 
uninterrupted Courſe of Proceedings amongſt 
ourſelves, may this Juriſdiction of the Par- 


liament be clearly aſcertained ; the oonſtant 
Immemo- 


„ 
Immemorial Uſage of all Nations ſanctifies 
and approves it's Title to it; and if the 
Coloniſts ever really thought themſelves in- 
dependent of this great Council of the Na- 
tion, how comes it that they have ſo long 
ſubmitted to the Preſcription of thoſe many 
Acts of Parliament, whoſe Influence hath, 
for ſuch a Length of Time, been extend- 
ed over them? And yet the Foundation of 
their Plea of Non ſubmiſſion to the late 
Act, would have obtained and been juſt 
as good an one, for the ſame Reaſons, 
againſt all thoſe former ones. It is to the 
higheſt Degree, therefore, abſurd to conſi- 
der this Queſtion in the Light they have 
put it; it being to be determined, in my hum 
ble Opinion, upon a Conſideration of the Re- 
lation between the Briciſh Parliament and 
the Coloniſts, as between It and the Hub- 
jects of Great Britain at large, as I cannot 
find by what Law they have been emanci- 
pated from this State of Subordination, in 
common with the Reſt of their Fellow-Sub- 
jects. 
The Liberties of the Coloniſts, I appre- 
hend, can receive no Diminution from be- 
ing thus held in the ſame Point of View 
and Degree of Eſtimation, with thoſe of 
the Mother-Country : on. the contrary, I 
don't know. but I may be told I have been 
too liberal in the Conceſſion, which I have 
EC - chus 
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thus made them; and indeed, ſtrictly ſpeak- 
ing, it may perhaps upon Enquiry appear un- 
w arrantable ; for, was it within the Compaſs 
of my preſent Deſign toenter into a progreſ- 
ſive Recapitulation of the different Modes, 
by which the ſeveral Colonies have become 
Parcel of, and annexed to the Dominions of 
this Crown, whether by Diſcovery, Con- 
queſt or Treaties; I fear the Law of Naar-.. 
tions would point ſo ſtrongly to the prevail- 
ing Diſtinction, between the Nature of 
Municipal Laws, and thoſe of a newly ac- 
quired Appendage to any Empire, as muſt. 
exclude them from the advantageous and 
| honourable Fellowſhip Lhave aſſigned them: 
i I chuſe, however, for the Purpoſe of com- 
1 | ing more ſpeedily and directly to the Point 
in Iſſue, to wave this Piece of Hiſtory, and 
| that their own Arguments may be received 
[ in the fulleſt Scope and Latitude they can 
iq poſſibly bear, am willing to admit their 
k Pretenſions to be co-equal with thoſe of the . 
People of England in general. | 
Ir is one of the fundamental Maxims of 
our Conſtitut ion, and that. of every civilized 
State, that“ Nemo Patriam exuere poteſt” , 
by which I would not be thought to under- 
ſtand à perſonal Emigration or Mitbdraming 
From the Country ; but that no Subject can 
ever ſhake off or releaſe himſelf from that 
indiſſoluble Bond of Relation and natural 
. 5 Allegiance 
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Allegiance he bears ro the Laws of his 
Country, let him be at ever ſo great Diſ- 
trance from its Seat of Government; ſo far 
from it, his Country hath a Right to expect 
chat be always entertains thoſe Sentiments of 
Attachment and Duty as a Subject, which 
ſe, as his natural Sovereign, hath an un- 
queſtionable Right to call forth into Ac- 
tion in any Shape, and whenever the Neceſ- 
ſities of her Situation may demand it; and 
which he cannot refuſe, without expoſing 
himſelf to the higheſt Cenſures, and a For- 
feiture of that Protection under her Gover- 
ment which is the Return for Fidelity and 
Obedience to it — The Coloniſts, by their 
Actions, ſeem to be imprefſedwith no ſuch 
Ideas at the Bottom, notwithſtanding their 
confident Appeals to the Engliſh Coriſtitu- 
tion; which rather ſeem ſo many Inſults up- 
on, than modeſt well- founded References to 
its Principles, for the Rectitude or Illegality 
of their Proceedings: It will ever cheriſh. 
and redreſs them as Members of it, while 
they conduct themſelves as ſuch, but it will 
be too tenacious of its own Authority and 
the Reſpect due to it, not to diftinguiſh be- 
twixt an arrogant Competition forPower and 
Independency, and a ſpecious Suggeſtion of 
Grievances and Oppreſſion. 
The Subjects of Great Britan reſiding in 
our Colonies, are not content with the 
1 E Fruition 
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Fruition, as Individuals, of every Immu- 


nity and Privilege of native Engliſhmen, 
but they would attempt to prove them- 
ſelves entitled to more: As a Body, or ag- 


gregate Community of People, they cer- 


tainly are poſſeſſed of none, that can re- 


trench or check the Powers and Pre-emi- 


nence of the Parliament: They derive and 
enjoy the Bleſſings of the former, in com- 


mon with us ali, from the Engliſh Conſtitu- 
tion founded upon Principles of common 
Law and natural Juſtice; but they owe 


their Origin and Exiſtence in the 
latter Capacity, not to any inherent na- 
tive Privilege as Eugliſomen, but to the 
ſpontaneous royal Indulgence of the Crown ; 
a Power, which can never confer on others 
that which it hath not in itſelf ——viz. a 


ſeparate Juriſdiction from, and Indepen - 
-dence of, the three Eſtates of this King- 


dom Conſidering them in their publick 
corporate Capacities, the ſeveral Colonies 


and Provinces upon the Continent, can 


have no legal or conſtitutional Exiſtence 


which may entitle them to greater Privi- 
leges than all the Corporations in this 


Kingdom enjoy by their reſpective Charters 


'of Incorporation : A Licence and Authority, 
flowing from the royal Prerogative of the 
Crown, to frame ſuch Laws and Regula- 


tions, for the Management of their own do- 
„ meſt ick 
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meſtick Concerns, as may beſt anſwer the 
Ends of their Inſtitution, can never work ſo 


as to erect them into that State of Indepen- 
dency as will juſtify them placing their In- 
dulgencies in Competition with Privileges, or, 


in other Words, ſetting up their Bye- Laws 


in Oppoſition to Acts of Parliament: For, 
without Doubt, the Acts of Aſſembly in all 
our Colonies, operate only with the In- 
flence of, and are ſtamped (I hope they will 


pardon the Phraſe) with no greater Dignity 
than the mere Regulations of ſo many infe- 


rior licenced Corporations. 


Upon this comparative view of the 
ccrporate Character of the Colonies, 


with that of the ſeveral Corporations | 


in this Kingdom, it is manifeſt they were 
originally conſtructed by the ſame Architect, 


upon ſimilar Foundations, and are all equal- 
ly circumſcribed in their Powers. Who 


then can, with the leaſt Degree of Propriety, 


| compliment them with an Independence of 


the Parliament of Great Britain, when the 
whole Frame of their Body politick may be 


brought to a Diſſolution, not only by that 


auguſt Aſſembly, whenever it ſhall judge pro- 
r, but at any Time be deprived of their 


boaſted Privileges and Immunities, by the 


ordinary and inferior Operations of a Scire 


factas, or a Quo Warrento: Whether, as a 


Publick, they have not lately rendered 


themſelyes juſtly obnoxious to this laſt Me- 
thod 
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chod of Proceeding againſt them, or in . 
private individual Capacities, to a 2 
more ſevere one, I will at pteſent, i in Com 
paſſion, forbear to demonſtrate. 

It therefore, as it occurs to me, is Ws 
 fible ro put any other Conſtruction upon 
the Charters of the Colonies, without do- 
ing the greateſt Violence to common Senſe, 
and perverting the ſound Policy of their 
original Inſtitution : It would likewiſe be 


working ſuch a Change i in all the Corpora- uf 5 


tions of England, as muſt of Conſequence 
tend to a total Annihilation of Govern- 
ment; it would in Effect be introducing 
amongſt us that di viſum Imperium,” the 
ſetting up ſo many petty Republicks in the 
Heart of this Kingdom, as muſt inevitably . 
bring on the Deſtruction | of the imperial 
Sovereignty of our Conſtitution and it's 
Laws. - 

The high Court of Parliament. all Eng- 

liſhmen = taught to look up to, with that 
implicit Acknowledgment and Veneration 
of it's Omnipotence and Juſtice, inculcated 
by the Principles of the Revolution; that 
glorious Period and Criterion of human 
Liberty! To this great Aſſembly do all 


inferior, miniſterial Juriſdictions bow down; 


by it they may be annulled, qualified: or, 
comprrolled ; and under it's. Sanction and 
from it 8 Oencurrence 5 are they per- 


0 | - mitted 
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mitted to have any Exiſtence at all: From 
this Point of our Conſtitution, doth the 
Parliament derive that moſt uncontrovertible 
Right of comprehending in it's Statutes, 
all Orders and ſubordinate Societies of: | 
Men, without any r . 
reſcinding or repealing e of 
Aſſociation: It is pod rat; the Power 
of doing either, and the Non: uſe of the 
one, can never invalidate. che Exerciſe _ 
the other. 4 
Bur, ſay che Coloniſts, achat not being: re- 
preſented in the Britiſh Parliament that 
Aſſembly hath no Power to tax us, and 


for this we rely upon magna Charta. 


As the Authority of the Britiſh Parlia- 
ment is now, for the firſt Time, called in 
Queſtion, becauſe it hath preſumed to create 
a Tax amongſt them, the Article of mg. 
na Charta, which is to bear them out in their 
Appeal to it, I take for granted muſt be 
that which provides, That no Man ene : 
| 1 be diſſeiſſed of his Freehold; &c-'nifi per 
< Judicium Parium vel per Legem 3 oy þ 
I ſhall be glad to be informed whether, if 
the Law of Parliament be conſidered and | 
allowed as Lex' Terre, (as it moſt certainly 
is) an Ad of Parliament be not at leaſt of 
equal Signification and Authority? I can 
find nothing in magna Charta that will bear 
a 9 „„ to this 3 ne 

| at 


That great Charter, or rather peremptory: 
Aſſertion and Confirmation of the primi- 
tive natural Rights and Liberties of the 
People of England, was introductory of no 
new Laws, but in Oppofition: to the then 
dangerous and increaſing Advances of the 
Prerogative and kingly Power, only decla- 
ratory of the ancient pure and peerleſs Au- 
thority of the common Law; the Pa- 
rent and Guarantee of all Statute- Law: 
But with ſuch Blindneſs of Enthuſiaſm do- 
the Coloniſts worſhip their feeble Charters, 
_ theſe Divinities of their own forming, that 
by them they not only look upon themſelves 
ſecured in the common Rights of the. Mo- 
ther · Country, but promoted to ſuch tran- 
ſeendently ſuperior ones, as will eelipſe and 
dif para e their Luſtre and Excellence 3 in 
Fact, that becauſe they have been induced, 
for their own: perſonal Emolument, volan=: 
tarily to tranſport and aſſociate themſelves. 
under the King's Letters Patent, they not 
only have carried with them all the Rights 
and Immunities of their native Country, 
but ate become releaſed from the common 
Obligation of Obedience to the Laws: 
Such, however, is the peculiarly happy 
Nature of the Engliſh Conſtitution, that 
as the King by no Act of his, can abridge 
his Subjects of any of it's Bens fits, fo can- 
y dhe ever elevate chem into a Condition to 
du- 
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Britiſh Parliament inſiſted on by the _ | 
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difpenſe with, or mutilate the wes & | 
it's Supremacy. 20091 | 
The Wiſdom fi: has eign fo conſpi 
cuous in the Annals of 'our — — — * : 
the Baſis of whoſe” Renown was ” founded 
upon, it's accurate Knowledge and Preſer- 
vation of the Rights of human Liberty, 
| ſeemspropheticallyto have anticipatedthe Ne- 
ceſſity of recognizing thęe Power now diſputed 
by the North 9 It Was with a 
View to reſque the Britiſn Legiſlature from 
all Objection to it's Juriſdiction, and to re- 
preſs a Frowardneſs which hath fince'broke 
out almoſt into actual Rebellion, that the 
Act of the 7 and 8 W 4. C. 22. bath ſo ex- 
preſly declared and reſerved the Power f 
the Parliament over all the Colonies; for, 
by that Statute, it is enacted, That all 
Laws, Bye-Laws, Uſages and Cuſtoms 
ce which ſhall be in Practice in any of the 
Plantations, repugnant to any Law made 
or to be made in this Kingdom relative ob 
"a "the ſaid Plantations, halt be void and of 
«none Effect: This Clauſe alone, ab- 
ſtracted from all other Con ſiderations, ought 
ſurely to be a ſufficient Refutation of the 
very ſingular Claim of the Coloniſts: But 
to follow them in their own Reaſoningss. 
The Exemption from Obedience to the 
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ſingle Reaſon, that they are not Michie 
«* init; as I have ſaid before, I. wonder 
chat this Plea, hath ſo long lain dormant a- 
mongſt them, as it might have been urged, 
with as much Propriety, againſt all thoſe 
Acts of Parliament which have been ſo long 
in Force in the Colonies. But it really is 
of ſo novel a Caſt, that I am at a Loſs to 
gueſs from what practical Principles or Sy- 
ſtem of Government they have borrowed 
it; ſure I am tho that the Engliſh Conſtitu- 
tion could never have ſuggeſted it to them. 
It muſt be confeſſed that Acts of Parliament 
are binding and concluſive upon the Sub- 
jects of this Iſland, becauſe, by the Preſump- 
tion of Law, they. are all ſuppoſed, by their 
Repreſentatives, to have had à Share. in tbe 
framing of them ; but this is only one of 
' thoſe Fictions, thoſe nicer Principia. of the 
Laws of Society, which it is utterly. imprac- 
ticable to ſee literally and minutely adher'd 
to in the Mechaniſm and Adminiſtration of 
great and populous Governments; ſo far as 
they are capable of being carried i into Exe- 
-Ention,” thoſe Syſtems will ſooneſt be adopt- 
ved, and bid faireſt for Duration, that are 
eſtabliſhed upon the moſt equitable Arrange- 
ments of che common Rights and Relations 
of Mankind: Upon the Wiſdom and Equi- 
ty of this Maxim is the Foundation of 

our eee laid, and it was 10 obyiate 
5 and 


6 


and aſſiſt the above Hypotheſis of | Law; that Fe, 
the Legiſlarure hath ſo perſpicuouſly pre- 
ſcribed'the only feaſible Means of Wo : 
ing to it, by regulating the Rights of repre- 
ſenting, and being repreſented, in this great 
Council of the Nation: And yet, ideal and 
 theoritical as this particular Pofulacum (if I 
may call it one) certainly is in 7tfelf; ſueh is 
it's Recommendation, that the only poſſi- 
ble Method of reducing it into Practice, 
depends entirely upon the honeſt Emulati- 
on and Induſtry of the People; and conſe- 
quently, that as the Attainment of thoſe 
Qualifications which are to beget in them a 
Right of Admiſſion into tis Share of the 
Legiflature, muſt be the Fruit of their own 
Endeavours, fo is the Subject hereby ration- 
ally forecloſed of all Objection to any Act 
of Parliament that may, at firſt Sight, ſeem” 
| liable to ic upon this Account. £46 
The Doctrine of the Coloniſts abewaly 8 
dictates to; but ſtrikes at the very Root and 
Eſſence of the Conſtitution; and indeed 
the Example might be of the moſt calami-' 
tous Conſequence to the State, if Engliſh- 
men were, at this Time of Day, to be in- 
ſtructed in their Privileges or Duty. And 
by whom are our Underitandings to be now 
illuminated/ and this new, unheard of Code 
of Rightsexplained By a fer of Indivi- 
dualsyho, before they wichdrcw engl 
n * 2 { : into : 


. 
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into the» Colonies, having no Right of re- 
preſeniing in, nor, (moſt probably) — | 
electing others to, the Britiſh Parl. iament; 
wauld now delude us into the Belief of 
their having, 'z7ſo Facta, acquired, in a 
newly acquired Territory, that, which they 
had not atrived at the Poſſeſſion of, when 
in their on: If, by their Charters, they 
ate empowered: to elect Members to the 
Britiſh Parliament from among/t Themſelves; 
ſuch provincial Repreſentatives may join, 
and will be admitted into, this great Coun- 
dil; but if their Charters are ſilent in this 
Reſpect, they then certainly ſtand upon 
their —— Footing, and their Reght f 
Repreſentation is reduced to the ſame Me- 
rits,: and is to be adjudged by the ſame. 
knovvnſetiled Rules and Qualifications aubich 
| gab that of tbe leet o be __ | 


dom. 3 . 2 5 | 


To e Ae but 1125 a Mo- 
ment, that this Claim of the Coloniſts is 
impregnated with the [leaſt Particle of 
Reaſon or Juſtice, muſt neceſſarily involve , 
the whole Legiſlature of this Country in 

the Guilt of the moſt groſs Injuſtice and 

Oppreſſion: To admit their Exceptions 40 
7be Legality of the late. Stamp Act, wou d, | 

Effect, be releaſing Millions of Subjects 
from their Allegiance to the Laws, and, at 

| one + Ra rai Act of Parlia- 


"un 


'S. 


— 


ment that was ever hitherto made: Dey 


as being, upon the principles of the Re- 
volution, the only natural, conſtitutional 


and from that Chain of Connexion and De- 


A 
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can have no Pretence to this Exemption, 


that will not hald good and be transferred 
to above — of the Subjects of this 
Iſland; for certainly he vube are neither 


Freebolders in Counties, nor Bur geſſe in 


Towns Corporate (the \unrepreſented Part of | 
the Nation, in the Senſe of | the Coloniſt), | 
will be intitled to the Benefit of the ſame | 


Plea, whenever they: ſhall be Apa to 
augen an Act of Parliament. 

Theſe, Sir, are my Thoughts upon the 
Queſtion, how far: in Point of Lau, the | 
Coloniſts are bound to an Obedience g | 
every Act of the Parliament of Great Bri- | 
tain, wvberern they are expreſly named; I have 
ſubmitted my Notions of it's Omnipotence, 


Seat of compleat . vriſdiction in the King. f 
dom; I have conſidered the Extent and | 
Diffuſiveneſs of it's Authority over all out | 
Dominions, upon the Practice -of.our'own, | 


pendance, which has everiſubſiſted- AR 0 
the Mother- Countries and Colonies af an- 
cient. and modern Times; and I have, for 
tgument's Sake, examined into the Plau- 
ſibility. of their Plea of Non- repreſenta- 
tion: 2 all which, I think, may be 
r that the Britiſh- Legi- 
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flature hach done nothing hut what it 


had full and conſtitutional Power to do; 
and that the Coloniſts, by having denied 


and reſiſted this Power, have been unfor- 


tunately hurried into a Conduct, tinctured 


with an Offence, bordering too nearly up- 


on the worſt Species of Treaſon a Trea- 


3 4 4 _ 
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lity to lay a Tux upon the Colonies, appears 
to me to requite a Diſcretion of a much 
deeper Reach, than the ordinary Buſineſs 


of Adminiſtration in raiſing Supplies a- 


mongſt ourſelves: Mith Us, the national” 


Ability to pay, and the general Bent of 
Men's Diſpoſitions fowards'a new Tax, 
receives the Sanction of a Law the Le- 

iſlature having ample: Opportunity of in- 
— themſelves of the Pradtieabi ity of 
the former, and of reconciling the Minds 


ties "of the : State 3 * but F fear the 7 preſe 


” 


py: Cauſe of Diſquietude hath pt oce eded led fro m 5 
an unpardonable Ignorance, and too great 


a Contempt and Diſregard of bot. 
The Word Tax, even to our Ears that 
have been accuſtomed to the Sound, hath 
now loſt much ef it's Harmony, and ought 
but very ſparingly to invade thoſe delicate 
1 5 the 


* 


Toerritoty, the ordinary Proviſion of whoſe! 
_ Government muſt be ſo incumbring, and 
the Cultivation of Which every war, more 
aud more W * Pol 


0 Ji ' minion 


Tak. 


the Protection - afforded them in the laſt 
War; have contributed to the Neceſſity of 


their liſtening to it's unmuſical Din as well 
as ourſelves; yet, to ſoften, and familiarize 
o them it's Harſhneſag it will behove Ad- 
miniſtration to proceed with the utmoſt 
Circumſpection and Addreſs, leſt by the 


falſe Policy of a temporary Relief only, we 


hazard the Accompliſhment of our Views, 
and the Reimburſement of our whole Traus. 
ble and Eapegees incurred hn thei Apr 
COuUnt. - 4 8 —— Th. Wy * bis 2; 
a Nee Wie provipinite- 1 18 
judged, therefore, mult have been thoſe 
Councils that adviſed a Meaſure; which, 
in it's Execution, hath proved ſo grievouſiy 
burthenſome, and expoſed the Honour of 


1 the Britiſh Legiſlature? Ia this, however, 


the late Miniſtry have but made a fatal Ad- 
dition to the Blunders of their inglorious 
Predeceſſors the Peactma ben. Who but a 
Set of Men utterly: unacquainted with, or 
Enemies to; the real and incrinſic Iatereſts 
of this Nation, would have given up Wlid, / 
immediate and permament Advantages, for 


the ſpeculative, exhauſt ing and preæcaricus 


Acquiſition of ſo. extenſive a continental 
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minion over it? Whereas, if the Rage for 
an Encreaſe of Colony was, at all Adven- 


rures, to be fed; why was not the Attenti- 


on of theſe our notable Negotiators directed 
to the already ſettled, and more abundant- 
ly profitable, Iſlands in the French and Spa- 
niſh Weſt Indies; where Property and Loy- 
alty muſt have gone Hand in Hand toge- 


ther, and the private Riches and Proſperity 


of Individuals promoted and ſecured, only 


by their Reliance upon, and the Protection 
of, Great Britain.— But this is a Digreſſion. 

_ -  Sangvine as I am in the Cauſe of the Eng- 
liſh Conſtitution and, of Courſe, zealous 


for the Honour and Power of the Parlia- 
ment, I ſhould be very ſorry to lay under 
the Imputation of Acrimony or Malevo- 
lence towards my Fellow Subjects of Ame 
rica, or to be ſuſpected of harbouring any 
Sentiments derogatory to the common 


Rights and Freedom of Mankind in gene- 


ral; the Importance of the Queſtion, which 


as I have diſcuſſed by the beſt Light of my 
Underſtanding,” fo did I wiſh to treat it 


with Temper and Candour ; and altho' the 
legal Conſideration of it hath unavoidably 
led me to paſs a very heavy Cenſure upon 
the Coloniſts; yet, as a Friend to Impar- 
tiality and the Intereſt of my Country, I 


annot quir this Subje& without animad- 
verting, ſtill further, up 


_ thoſe Meaſures | = 
y” = of 


* 
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A 
of the late Miniſtry, which, in my Opinion, 
have ſolely given Birth to this complicated 
Tumult of publick Diſcontent and Diſobe- 
dience: The latter of theſe Evils is moſt 
commonly, the Conſequence of, and engen- 
dered by, the former; are not They there fore 
to the laſt Degree culpable, who, by a wan - 
ton, ill digeſted and inconſiſtent Proceed- 
ing, adminiſter even the Poſũbility of an 
D, pg TR” 
Allowing the Coloniſts to have been moſt 
juſtly reprehenſible, yer Juſtice and a politi- 
cal Regard to ſo numerous a Sett of Sub- 
jects, ſhould, and I dare ſay will, diſpoſe - 
the preſent Adminiſtration to a patient and 
favourable Diſquifition of their Remon- 
ſtrances; and notwithſtanding, in a natio- 
nal Conſideration, no.. perſonal Hardſhips 
can ever operate as a 7uſtification of an Op- 
poſition to the legal Acte of Government, 
yet I am inclined to think, that, upon a 
candid, diſpaffionate Review of the ſeveral 
Regulations and Reſtrictions, laid upon them 
by the late Miniſtry, we may trace the Source; 
of this (almoſt univerſal) Defection, and 
be conſtrained into an Acknowledgement” 
of the Reaſonableneſs of what they alledge, * 
in Extenuation of the Heat and Outrage, 0 
into which they have been perſecuted; | 
The little Knowledge in the Eyngliſn 
Hiftory that I am furniſhed with, ' doth not 
preſent ſo flagrant an 1 * 
„„ | 0 


1 
(to ſay no o wore of it) as the late Congue 
of thoſe Miniſters, that hath thus improvi- 
dently ſtarted a Queſtion, which the Wiſdom 
of Government ought, moſt cautiouſly, ro 
have prevented being ever the Subject of pub- 
lick Diſcuſſion: An injudicious unſęaſonable 
: Exerciſe of Authority, will, but at beſt, 
bl | extort a forced and temporary Obedience 
bill to it, hut when the Requiſition of a Ser- 
il | vice, comes accompanied by an Ademprion | 
i} of the very Inſtruments, by which alone 
that Service is to be per farmed what Symp- 
toms of Indignation will not, immediately. 
break out upon the Abſurdity (not to ſay 
latent Miſchief) of the Thought? That 
Plan of Policy which aims at the Attain- 
ment of an Eud, at the ſame Time that it 
1 the Means, will be under the 
ö | eceſſity of recurring to more than buman 
id Demonſtration, to convince the World it 
| 
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hath any Thing, at leaſt any Good, feriouſly 
| in View: Nay, it is ſuch — — 
| Nature, that it. can only either be produc- 
| © tive of Abortion, or the moſt monſtrous, 
i LE | f Superfætation. 
—_ The Neceflity of ſome Tax upon the Co- 
| lonies may, I readily grant, appear from 
the alarming Situation to which the publick 
Finances of this Kingdom have been re- 
duced; but the very oppreſſive and repug- 
nant Manner in which rh hath been pro- 
poked 0 be levied, * how fatally the 
Ne 
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— Juſtice of Parlizen nt MAY. be impoſed pod, 
by a ſurreptitious equiſition of it's Sanc- 
tion to the Views of an 2 or infidi- 
ous Miniſtry: Can it bg 1 that a 
Bill of this Nature would ever haye paſſed 
into a Law, if the Legiſlature had not been 
kept from a Knowledge of thoſe ſecret Ma- 
chinations, which were to counteract and 
defeat the Purpoſes of it? No; the Parlia- 
ment could never have join d in the Mocke- 
ry of ſuch à Tranſaction, had they ſur- 
niſcd the Minit already had, and at that 
Time were, induſtriouſſy d deviſing ol 
poſfible 992 for the Face 
pers 1 a Commerce ſo highly be- 
to, a is; is Coun, and from whence a. 
ne. eaula derived to the Coloniſts the 5 
xrdipg us that Supply demand- 

hem : It is RP, injurious to the Hon- 
this: Uluſtrious Body, to conceive 
55 cbey could ever have united in ſo igno- 
migious, a Conſpiracy, or that Bey would 
have countenanced the Exaction of 2 Pay- 
of in Money, when the moſt effectual 
miniſterial Stratagems had been purſued, 


pal h inc aharigate thy cla, fen Seren 


ore efficaciouſly 
overnment into 


gs = as. it were, the 
to bring his Majeſty's. 


Diſrepute with theſe People, and · to inſure 
that Alienation from it, which ſeems to 
have been the on. 5275 Purpoſe of theſe 


trea- 


any unprejudiced Perſon, what was reaſona⸗ 
mour and Confufon, which they have been 


and Humanity into Contempt, but preg- 


Elves diligently to the Inveſtigation and Re- 


x (i a } 
er 


treacherous Servants of the Publick; a Ju- 


15 gnancy and Perſecution, I wou d "alk 


ormed, not only to bring their own Equity 


nant alſo with the moſt deſtructive Con- 
ſequences to the Peace and Intereſt of theſe: 
F 
- Awaken'd to a juſt Conception of this 
truly momentous and national Concern, 
and animated by the moſt lively and diſin- 
tereſted Attention to the real Welfare and 


Happineſs of theſe Realms, the preſent Admi- 


moval 


1 29 ) 
moval of theſe. our inteſtine. Troubles and 
Perplexities ; and however arduous - and: 
_ diſcouraging. their Predeceſſors in Office 
may have [contrived to render this Duty, 
yet they will enter upon this great Work, 
aflured of the hearty Concurrence and Co- 
operation of all good Men. The Alarm 
is now become general, and the moſt ge 
nerous Emulation will diſcover itſelf, as. 
mongſt all Ranks, who ſhall expreſs. the | 

805 eateſt Abhorrence and Deteſtation of, 
eren. teeming. with nothing leſs chan 
Propogation of civil Diſcord, and the: 
— Ruin of our happy Eſtabliſhment. 
Let them hut revoke thoſe! Commiſſions, 
which have . degraded the Britiſh Navy, in- 
to Smuggling Cutters and Pirates upon aur 
oyyn Commerce; leave but the Coloniſts ta 


the Enjoyment and Proſecution of a Trade, 3 8 


not only lucrative to themſelves, but, in 
which the whole Traffick of this Kingdom 
is ſo deeply and eſſentially interwoven ; and 
We hall then, let us hope, experience tat 
chearful Aſſiſtance from the Coloniſts, which 
their Behaviour, upon former Occaſions, 
hath teſtified their Readineſs to contribute, 
whenever it hath been requeſted of them, in 
the Proportion, and within the Compaſs of 
their Abilities. 

By an Adoption of ſuch expedient and 
emollient Meaſures, will they reſtore Una- 
uy to a divided People, and vindicate 


e 
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the Moderation and Honour of his Ma- 


jeſty's Government; from henee likewiſe 
they procure to themſelves the heart- 


felt Satisfaction of an unfeigned, national 
Praiſe for having delivered theſei Kingdotns 


from the infernal Deſigns of Paricides : Not 
wilt the glorious Work of Reformation and 
Redrefs' reſt with them alone; the Parlia- 
ment, juſtly indignant at the Perßdy Wirkt 
which their Confidence hath been abuſed; 
will reſent tlie Practices that have been 

chus artfully played off upon chem 


er by totally diſclaiming thoſe violent 


<4 


d pernicio dus Councils, Which their 

— 2 hat been betrayed into the | 

— of, will proclaim tõ the World this 
moſt: excellent Truth; that the Power of 


hoon Britiſh Senate is to be equalled only 


by its Wiſdom and Juſtice; and an in- 


ceſſant Labour for the Eaſe and OL 
| > 2 his W See N 


Tow teas Sir; yours, G G X 


